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NEWSLETTER               A Farewell to 2014   
Dan Koski, Tantur Staff 

 

2014 is in its final days. A heavy 
dose of rain in mid-November 
has made our cisterns and 
fountain overflowing with water, 
and our hill positively green. The 
Three Month Sabbatical is now 
done, and sadly, one of our 
scholars had to cut short his 
sabbatical and return home with 
his family much sooner than 
anticipated. With the exception of 
a few soon-to-depart guests, our 
focus has now turned to 
Christmas festivities and 2015.   

And what a year it was.  A new 
rector, the 50th anniversary of the 
Papal-Patriarchal Embrace which 
led to the founding of Tantur, 
celebrated by the contemporary 
Pope Francis and Patriarch 
Bartholomew, and one of the 
fullest program schedules for 
Tantur on record. Indeed, for the 
first time this century, Tantur had 
to briefly put a few applicants for  

 

 

one of our programs on a waiting 
list while we determined if there 
would be enough room for 
everyone (there was). For 
Tantur’s programs, 2014, was, in 
many ways, a very good year. 

But 2014 was also a difficult 
year. The outbreak of region-
wide violence that began at the 
start of summer and has lingered 
on to the present was not, and 
must not, be forgotten. 
Thankfully, our community and 
visitors were not immediately 
impacted by the violence, but we 
are painfully aware of its impact 
on the city of Jerusalem and the 
Holy Land.  

As the old year passes, let us 
join in prayer that in the new year 
God may bless Tantur in its 
mission of building bridges to 
help the peoples of this land to 
come closer to peace.  

 

   

  

 Tantur at a Glance 
2014 Three-Month Sabbatical Program 

 In this year’s Three Month Sabbatical 
program, we were pleased to have one 
of our largest, most ethnically diverse 
groups on record. Twenty-three 
participants from nearly a dozen 
nationalities and multiple religious 
communities were present, as well as a 
few scholars and Tantur residents who 
joined program lectures and field trips 
on multiple occasions.  This year’s Three 
Month Sabbatical was also the inaugural  
Program for Fr. Russ McDougall, C.S.C. 
who began his tenure of rector in the late 
summer of 2014.  It was an exciting start 
to a promising new era, and a hopeful 
sign of further diverse, dynamic 
programs to come!  
 
  

Sabbatical participants at the 
Baptismal site in Jericho.  We were 

joined by Eritrean pilgrims who made 
the visit particularly lively!  
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Some months ago I stepped off of a plane in Tel Aviv, nervously 

directing another American pilgrim to the baggage claim where he 

connected with his group. I was whisked away through winding 

roads and sand-colored concrete buildings in a taxi van to Tantur. 

My friend and I began a spiritual journey when we signed up for a 

summer course at the University of Notre Dame; it took us back in 

time and led to transformative experiences of prayer and 

community. Life at Tantur captivated my mind and heart.  

The first morning I strolled the grounds, listening to the chorus of 

birds, smiling at the sight of dozens of flowers of every color in 

bloom. I prayed the Liturgy of the Hours while gazing at the hills 

of Jerusalem. As if the grounds were not enough to invite pause, 

the hospitable environment inspired me to reflect at a deeper level. 

My conversations with Tantur staff exposed me to the culture of 

the area, the food and language. I could place faces with the Holy 

Land I had only imagined.   

Before arriving I was apprehensive to visit Israel, but I knew the 

sacred sites would help me to place images with stories I had heard 

as a child. At Tantur I wrestled with themes of suffering, pain, 

challenge, joy and simplicity. My group and I would visit sacred 

sites for a majority of the day during our two weeks. I returned 

A Place of Peace 
Reflections from an undergraduate student at Tantur 

Sophie Jacobucci  

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Mitchell, Ph.D.  

 

 

 
Peace Dove, by Pablo Picasso.  Sophie 

Jacobucci was an undergraduate program 
participant in the Jerusalem Studies Program of 
the University of Notre Dame, which is hosted on 
the campus of the Tantur Ecumenical Institute.  

 

A tradition has slowly evolved over the years that 
American Thanksgiving, which lands on the fourth 
Thursday of every November, is celebrated by the 
staff and residents of Tantur. Given our decidedly 
international character, we are very hesitant to 
incorporate any one national holiday into our annual 
calendar, but Thanksgiving has also become our end-
of-year celebration, given that it falls within a week of 
the end of the Three Month Sabbatical program and 
other Tantur curriculum. Furthermore, as Christmas is 
celebrated three times by respective staff members, 
we have elected to gather together for this event to 
socialize, conduct a service of Thanksgiving and, of 
course, have a delicious meal.  While we haven’t 
figured out to live-stream the Thanksgiving Day 
Parade and the afternoon football game yet, our 
resident Americans seemed pleased enough!  
 
 

  

 
 

American Thanksgiving was celebrated by the 

collective community of Tantur as of Autumn 2014, 

including our Three Month Sabbatical Program, 

scholars, and Tantur staff. 

An American Thanksgiving at Tantur 
  

Continued on page 4 



 

 

December 2014 Issue 36  

3 

Tantur and the Land of the Bible 

Dr. Paul Wright  

Dr Paul Wright, President of Jerusalem University College and 
longstanding lecturer at Tantur, shares his insights on the value 

of Tantur programs in the context of immersion education.  

 

The Tantur program is special in that it combines an intentional look at the landscape of 
the Bible with realities of the modern Middle East. The longer I live in Jerusalem, the more I 
am able to see how certain values and ways of life that were foundational to people living in 
the lands of the Bible in ancient times persist among the populations of the Middle East today. 
These include prioritizing the family over the individual, clear protocols of hospitality, the 
need to protect honor over shame, tribalism and a tight connection between God, people and 
land.  

The world of the Bible is eastern, rural, patriarchal and, up until quite recent times, 
largely unchanging in its essential characteristics. One’s identity is grounded in an unbroken 
chain of ancestors and descendants claiming a set plot of ground. Because people encounter 
God there in a variety of ways, the ground becomes sacred. In the biblical world land and 
family were more than just resources, they were markers of security and peace (shalom, salam, 
life the way it was supposed to be). In today’s fast-paced world the biblical picture of 
someone sitting under his vine and fig tree (1 Kings 4:25), generation after generation after 
generation, is not particularly attractive, though the values that it held for ancient Israel 
certainly are.  

Family roots run deep in this land, and tend to get tangled up with the roots of the 
friend, stranger and enemy who lives next door. This complicates life, at the same time 
threatening our sense of shalom and providing opportunities to see how the shalom that only 
Jesus can provide is indeed something that can bind all peoples together.  

The lands of the Middle East are a lot of things—a meeting place of continents and 
imperial highways, a battleground of empires and empire wanna-be’s, a repository of 
resources (once we look past overabundance of rock and lack of water), and a sacred stage for 
the greatest God-human drama the world has ever known. They are also a testing ground of 
faith, where the raw elements of life and land show that if people can respond to the call of 
God here, they can do so anywhere. The track record of human activity in the Middle East has 
not been a good one.  

Continued on page 4 
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 Yet the promise remains, in 
a land where God promises 
to care for his own (Deut. 
11:10-12), and where the 
task for people like us is to 
continue to learn to live in 
community with Him. 

By reading the stories of the 
Bible on location in the 
lands on which they took 
place, we not only can 
become more alive to the 
Word of God, but 
participate more fully in the 
great redemptive story that 
continues through the ages. 
The facility and faculty of 
Tantur provide a most 
wonderful venue to become 
more in touch with the 
lands of the Bible, with the 
word of God, and with 
ways that He continues to 
strengthen His church 
today. 

  

exhausted and brimming with 

questions. The breeze through the 

balcony windows invited me to 

close my eyes and see anew. What 

was it I experienced that day? 

What tensions did I encounter with 

the local communities? What did it 

mean for my personal life and 

faith? These questions did not have 

simple answers. They continue to 

invite me deeper into my 

experience. 

Since returning to the United 

States, I have delved into further 

reflection of the stories of the Holy 

Land. I witnessed my Catholic 

faith coming to life in the 

generosity of the guides, the 

physical locations, and the 

moments of prayer and worship. 

One simple image stuck with me 

from this class: the image of the 

dove of peace. I am grateful for it 

after seeing recent news from the 

Holy Land. Jesus said to his 

disciples during the last supper 

“my peace I give to you,” knowing 

they would face suffering in this 

world without him, but he would 

still be with them through the Holy 

Spirit. He embodied a message of 

peace as the dove illustrated one of 

new life. My time at Tantur 

showed me how I am intimately 

connected to this story of peace, to 

the culture and people of the Holy 

Land.  

 
 
 

 

Tantur and the Land of the Bible  
 (Continued from Page 3) 

A Place of Peace   
 (Continued from Page 2) 

 

  Lest We Forget 
   Armistice Day at Tantur  

 
 

  

 

 

     
An observance of Armistice Day was 
held this November at the chapel of 
Tantur. Organized by a Three Month 
Sabbatical participant who is both an 
Anglican priest and a military chaplain 
for the Royal Australian Air Force, the 
Sabbatical participants joined with 
Tantur staff in a full service. Poppies, 
provided by the British Consulate of 
Jerusalem, were distributed to all 
attendees along with a wreath of 
rosemary thyme; another symbol of 
remembrance of the fallen.  
 
Tantur itself is part of the Jerusalem 
story of both World Wars. The former 
Order of Malta Hospital where our 
Institute now stands first served as a 
wartime hospital for German and 
Austrian soldiers from 1914-1917, then 
as a detention center for Italian 
nationals from 1939-1945.   
 
 
 
 

 

 

“They shall not grow old,  
as we that are left grow old:  
Age shall not weary them,  
nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun  
and in the morning  
We will remember them.”   

Extract of Poem by Robert Binyon  
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Tantur Ecumenical Institute 

PO Box 11381  

9111301 Jerusalem, Israel 

 

International Phone: +972 2 542 29 00 

International Fax: +972 2 676 09 14 

General Inquiries: tantur@tantur.org   

Program Inquiries: apohlen@tantur.org  

Newsletter and Media Inquiries: dkoski@tantur.org 

www.tantur.org 

Tantur is an institute for ecumenical and theological studies, situated on a beautiful hill in Jerusalem near Bethlehem. It serves as a welcoming 

place in The Holy Land for visitors who come from all over the world seeking an oasis of learning, community, and hospitality. 

 This January, Tantur will be 
the gathering place for 
theological scholars, 
academics and faith leaders to 
discuss and share their 
findings and views on the 
global state of ecumenical 
Christian and interreligious 
concerns, and how Tantur has 
been, and could possibly be, 
at the crossroads of this 
increasingly topical subject.  
The conference will begin 
January 8th with a keynote 
address, while panels on  
 

regional concerns in the  
Middle East, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America will be held on 
January 9th and 10th.  Lunch 
for the dates of the 9th and 10th 
will be offered at Tantur at  
the cost of $10/40 NIS per 
person. 
 To learn more about the 
conference and to register 
your attendance as either a 
local or international 
participant, please visit the 
conference website.  Join us 
for this important occasion!  
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

     Upcoming conference: Tantur & the Future of Ecumenical and Interreligious Dialogue  

Conference will be held at Tantur from January 8-10th, 2015; organized by Theology Department of 
University of Notre Dame. 

             .  

 

Follow us on Facebook and become a “friend” of Tantur: 

www.facebook.com/Tantur.Jerusalem 

and follow us on Pinterest! 

www.pinterest.com/TanturInstitute/ 

 

Please note that our former PO Box of 19556, 91194 
Jerusalem has passed its grace period of re-routing 

mail to our new address. All mail will now be 
returned to its sender by the Israeli post service.  

Photo of Jerusalem Christian leadership 
delegation to Al-Aqsa Mosque, taken November 

2014. Photo taken from www.elcjhl.org. 

Merry Christmas from Tantur! 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” 
Luke 2:11  
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