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Christ is Risen!

NEWSLETTER
Dan Koski, Tantur Staff

As I check my email and
Facebook page this Holy
Friday, I can see that my
family back home in the
American state of Minnesota
are going to have a wintery
Easter, with nearly a foot of
snow in some places. A far cry
from the beautiful spring
weather that we have been
experiencing at Tantur since
the start of the month!

Easter is now here, and with
it, members of every Christian
church have converged on
Jerusalem for Holy Week. Just
walking down the streets of
Jerusalem and Bethlehem,
one is astounded by the
diversity of pilgrims: Coptic
Egyptians here, Swedish
Lutherans there, Romanian
nuns to the side, a Filipino
Catholic procession straight
ahead. It is a remarkable
Great Lent began with a hint of experience like none other,
rain, continuing throughout
one that the program
March and into April with
participants and community of
unseasonably cool daytime
Tantur have played their part
temperatures. The result has
in for many years. We are
been that our garden is in
blessed to do so once again in
bloom, but we can still sit in
2014; may God continue to
the warm sun without a hint of bless us in the years to come.
discomfort.

Tantur at a Glance
Six Week and Easter Programs

Tantur was a lively place in the months
of March and April, with back-to-back Six
Week and Easter Encounter programs
being at the center of our community. The
Six Week program included 21 participants
from 6 countries. A last-minute change of
plans meant the program went to Petra in
Jordan rather than Sinai, but all went well
on the journey to the Rose-Red City.

We are now halfway through the Easter
Encounter program, made up of 23
participants from 6 countries. The program
has been moving through Lent and into Holy
Week, experiencing not only Christian
traditions but deepening their knowledge of
Jewish and Muslim faiths as well.
What an amazing first quarter of the year. Before
we know it…our June and July Continuing
Education Programs will be here!
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The Chemin Neuf Community and its Ecumenical Work in the Holy Land
Sister Béatrice Bourrat, Chemin Neuf member, serving the Centre International Marie de Nazareth
For about ten years, the French Association Mary of Nazareth
called the Chemin Neuf community to join a project which could
associate the work for unity of Christians, religions and peoples to
Mary of Nazareth, Daughter of Zion, Mother of Jesus.

Eric Mitchell, Ph.D.

The idea is simple. It springs from the exegesis of the readings of
the three religions which lead to a question: what is the point of
harmony between Jews, Christians and Muslims? Mary is part of
the answer! She is a Jew, the mother of Jesus, mother of God, and
she is the only woman to whom the Quran devotes an entire Surat.
In the end, a modern Marian Center was built in Nazareth. The
animation was given to the Chemin Neuf.
This new Christian community started in France. Single men and
women, consecrated brothers and sisters, priests, married couples,
are united by their desire to work for the Unity of the Church of
Christ and for peace. The Community is serving and evangelizing
in 60 countries.

This is how Bishop Marcuzzo explains this new center on the day of
its inauguration, when its chapel was baptized as the Chapel for
Unity:

“What is the point of harmony
between Jews, Christians and
Muslims? Mary is part of the
answer!”

The Marian Center of
Tantur, Nazareth

Continued on page 4

Another Visit, Another Sculpture
Petra van Stam, a sculptor working in stone as her
medium, and mother of Reservations and Guest Service
Coordinator Esther van Stam, has been busy adding to
our art collection at Tantur yet again.
Following a first piece entitled “Family” now on display
near our chapel, Petra has completed a second piece,
depicting the Virgin Mary, which now greets our visitors
as they come to our front desk.
“From the beginning I wanted to make a Marian statue or
a mother with child. And after an hour I already knew
what kind of statue it would be.”

Petra van Stam with her most recent piece at
Tantur. Visit www. www.kunst-van-petra.nl to
view more of her work.
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Petra described the artistic process into making this piece
as “fun” and having “went very well.” Our in-house art
critics at Tantur seem to be unanimous in their approval
of the end result, with one question for Petra: do you
have a name for it?
Answer: “Not yet. Any suggestions?”
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A Southwestern Evangelical in
Tantur’s Court
Eric Mitchell, Ph.D.
Eric Mitchell, Associate Professor of Old Testament and
Archaeology and Chair of the Archaeology and Biblical
Backgrounds Division at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, joined Tantur as a scholar on sabbatical in the
autumn of 2013.

A sabbatical in Israel is a great privilege and Tantur was a wonderful, restful place for me to
work. I enjoyed the friendship and fellowship of the Fathers and Sisters present in the sabbatical
program there. I spent five weeks in Israel this fall – much of my time was at Tantur researching
and writing on my survey project. Later, my student team joined me in the field to do
archaeological survey around Tel Gezer.
Gezer is the city which Solomon received as a dowry from Pharaoh when Solomon married an Egyptian
princess.
As Associate Professor of Old Testament and Archaeology at Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, I direct the Tel Gezer Regional Survey in Israel sponsored by my
school, along with the Israel Antiquities Authority, the Israel National Parks, and the Albright
Institute of Archaeological Research, among others.
While a dig excavates in select places upon the ruins of an ancient site, a survey walks the fields
and slopes surrounding a Tel looking for evidence of how the ancient city inhabitants used their
landscape. On our survey we found pottery, stone implements, winepresses, oil presses, cisterns,
wells, tombs, walls, and more. Many features have been previously noted but most were not
published with comprehensive analysis and the old maps are of insufficient clarity to allow
researchers to easily revisit them. Our project scope is to survey every slope and field within 1
km of Tel Gezer. This fall was our seventh season; and we searched the slopes of a hill south of
the tel. We discovered some terrace walls, a large winepress, and several oil presses. One
significant find was a circular crushing basin type of oil press. As we work, we measure, draw,
photograph, describe, analyze, and catalog each feature. It is our goal to publish this information
along with maps with highly accurate GPS coordinates so researchers can revisit these features. In
survey work, it is the big picture that is most helpful. Each feature is like a pixel in a large
painting. So we are gathering the data to gain a better understanding of the how the Gezerites
used their surrounding landscape through time.
Continued on page 4
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A Southwestern Evangelical
(Continued from Page 3)

(Continued from Page 2)

When I was working on my
masters of divinity and
preparing for pastoral
ministry, an archaeologist
came and gave a lecture. His
presentation of the most
significant archaeological
finds that had impacted
biblical studies and
interpretation fascinated me.
He was presenting hard
data, which gave context to
the culture and events taking
place in scripture. Cultural
and historical context brings
alive our connection to the
people and events of the
Bible. My personal walk
with God and my teaching
ministry has greatly
benefitted from the richness
of these golden nuggets of
context which archaeology
elucidates.

"Mary is a point of unity between the
Old and New Testament. In her, the
unity between Heaven and Earth is
accomplished, and between man
and God. She is a fact of unity
between Christians, especially in
the Holy Land, the Oriental
Churches, who are together in a
great and sincere devotion to the
Virgin Mary. She knew how to
interpret the great messianic
expectation of the Jewish people
and it should be a reason of pride
for Jews for giving the humanity this
girl full of faith. Mary is also an
opportunity to meet with Muslims
with whom we share a great
reverence for Mary." 1

This is my motivation
behind my personal study of
the archaeology, history, and
geography of Bible lands…to
better understand and teach
the Bible.

It offers an original spiritual break for
pilgrims and people living in the
Holy Land, but also a place for
dialogue between Christians, Jews
and Moslems. Three films of 30
minutes are presented: Mary in the
Quran; Mary, a Jewish woman; Mary in
the Oriental churches.3

The International Center Mary of
Nazareth,2 presents a one hour
multimedia show going back over
the history of salvation through
Mary’s eyes. This entirely original
show uses the most modern audiovisual means and leads you, in a very
attractive
way,
through
the
Scriptures and the famous places
recording the history of the covenant
between God and his people.

Bishop MARCUZZO, in an interview with
Sophie le Pivain, to famillechretienne.fr,
02-04-2011, N°1733, Paris
1

www.cimdn.org –
www.facebook.com/cimdn
2

Net For God films, realized by the
Chemin Neuf Community:
www.netforgod.tv
3
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Staff Shot
A Baptism at the River Jordan

For our international staff, being in the
Holy Land often means that they miss
a good deal of important moments
with their families. This past March,
however, Programs Director Tony
Pohlen and his wife, Reservations and
Guest Services Coordinator Esther van
Stam, were blessed to have their
immediate family members join not
only themselves, but the Tantur staff,
the Six Week program and several
friends for the baptism of their son,
Oliver Francis, at the Jordan River on
the Feast of the Annunciation. With
resident Tantur scholar, Fr. Patrick
Gaffney, CSC, as the celebrant, Oliver
was baptized, using water from both
the Jordan River and the Sea of
Galilee, Jacob’s Well and Mary’s Spring
in Nazareth. It was a special occasion
for all, as Oliver has become very
much a part of Tantur.
“We are very grateful for all the
support of family and friends as Oliver
joins the faith community,” Tony and
Esther said after the baptism. The
extended staff and community of
Tantur wish Tony, Esther and young
Oliver best wishes for their family, and
a happy and fulfilling life in the Holy
Land!
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In thanks: James D.G. Dunn, MA, BD, PhD, DD
Tantur International Advisory Board Member, 1993-2014
James D. G. “Jimmy” Dunn, noted
British New Testament scholar,
author, and lifetime academic, has
been a presence at Tantur for
generations in more ways than one,
with his involvement on our advisory
board and the Tantur British Trust
extending back well into last century,
and his works impacting the studies
and academic pursuits of our scholars
and students. Now, after many years
of service to Tantur, James has
stepped down from his positions,
after, as James himself put it, “heard
the good Lord telling me that it was
time to slow down.”
To quote the Right Reverend John
Went, Chairman of the Tantur British
Trust: “(James) served on the British

Trust over many years and made an
enormously valuable contribution to
the work of the Trust serving as one of
our Trust members on the
International Board He has been an
enthusiastic promoter of Tantur as a
place to visit and has contributed to a
number of the colloquiums held at
Tantur over the years. We know he
will continue to be someone who
warmly commends the work of
Tantur to others.”
With all our heart, we thank James for
a generation of commitment and
James D.G. “Jimmy” Dunn is a widely
contributions to the work of Tantur,
respected theological scholar, whose
and wish him many happy years of
contributions
to Christian academia for
peace and happiness in a well-earned
nearly
half
a
century
have been noted for
retirement.
its profound significance.

Tantur is an institute for ecumenical and theological studies, situated on a beautiful hill in Jerusalem near Bethlehem. It serves as a welcoming
place in The Holy Land for visitors who come from all over the world seeking an oasis of learning, community, and hospitality.

Tantur Ecumenical Institute

Blessed Easter to all!

PO Box 11381
91113 Jerusalem, Israel

International Phone: +972 2 542 29 00
International Fax: +972 2 676 09 14
General Inquiries: tantur@netvision.net.il
Program Inquiries: apohlen@tantur.org
Newsletter and Media Inquiries: dkoski@tantur.org
www.tantur.org

You can also follow us on Facebook and become a
“friend” of Tantur:
www.facebook.com/Tantur.Jerusalem

