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THE TANTUR ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 

NEWSLETTER 
A Moment in Our Chapel   

  
Dan Koski, Tantur Staff 

 

   This past March, during the first 
celebration of Holy Week, I was met 
with the annual challenge of the  
media office of how best to mark 
Holy Week, or more accurately, the 
first of our two Holy Weeks in the 
Holy Land, the first being on the 
Gregorian (Western) calendar. Soft-
focus images of bunnies, chicks and 
pastel Easter eggs set against a lush 
green countryside not really befitting 
an institute for theological studies in 
Jerusalem, I retreated back to the 
chapel for inspiration. It didn’t take 
long to realize that my inspiration 
was the chapel, and I set to work 

preparing photos.  

The chapel is a meeting place for all 
the staff, scholars, program 
participants and residents at Tantur. 
Found at the end of an end of our 
residence wing adjacent to our 
primary lecture hall, it is a quiet, 
serene place for much of the week, 
with a stillness accented by the 
deliberate minimalist décor of the 
unadorned off-white walls, a high-
vaulted ceiling with natural light 
streaming in, and a simple stone 
altar. In such a space, the absence 
of what few adornments are put in 
the room are extremely noticeable, 

 

and such was the case that week 
with the bare altar, its top and front 
usually covered with a large cloth. 

I had never seen the altar as such 
before. The altar’s base is a large 
rough-hewn stone, almost a boulder, 
asymmetrical but well-cut to serve its 
purpose for nearly half a century. I 
recall reading from our archives that 
the stone came from the grounds of 
Tantur. Despite my Orthodox 
leanings towards an elaborate, 
symmetrical iconostasis with a 
concealed altar, I couldn’t help but 
feel that this particular arrangement 
works for what it is.   

As I have gone through Great Lent 
towards my own church’s 
celebration of Easter, I have often 
returned to the image of our altar 
and all that it is for Tantur: stark yet 
complicated, uneven yet secure, 
innovative yet ancient, functional, 
purpose-built, and a reminder of the 
complex nature of our work that is 
nonetheless driven by a simple call 
to better understand and love one 
another through the mystery that is 
God.  

From Jerusalem, a blessed Easter to 
one and all.  

 

  

 

   

 

 

 

  

   

  

 Tantur at a Glance 

Visiting Delegations  

In January, Tantur was pleased to 
welcome Halte Spirituale, a Christian 
expatriate Francophone association 
that conducts monthly meetings in the 
Holy Land.  In the month of April, 
Pasteur Francois Clavairoly, President 
of the French Protestant Federation 
visited Tantur rector Fr. Russ 
McDougall with two senior 
clergymen, while the Finnish Lutheran 
Church Commission on the Church 
and the Jewish People met with 
Tantur rector Fr. Russ McDougall 
C.S.C. as part of an extensive tour of 
the Holy Land.  Along with our own 
Continuing Education programs as 
well as visiting groups, it was a busy 
start to 2016.  
 
  

Top photo: President Clavairoly of the French 
Protestant Federation with  Fr. Russ McDougall.   

Lower photo: The Finnish Lutheran Church 
Commission on the Church and the Jewish People 

with Fr. Russ McDougall.  
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    I was at Tantur for a three month sabbatical course when I 

heard of the tomb of St. George at Lod. I was fascinated. I was 

aware of the cultural symbolism of the Saint, and how he had replaced 

St. Edmund as patron of England at the time of the Crusades. His 

cross is the basic feature of the flag of the U.K. I was brought up on 

tales of the Crusades, the stories of Richard the Lionheart, and of St. 

George.  Thus, when the opportunity came to visit his tomb, this had 

to be taken.  

Lod appears to be a fairly non-descript sort of place, and the Church 

of St. George is not clearly signposted. Indeed, the entrance is fairly 

hidden.  The Church itself is nineteenth century, built on the 

foundations of a fifteenth century one. However, in the crypt is the 

suitably medieval tomb of the Saint. The Church also holds a set of 

chains, allegedly used to bind him before martyrdom.  

As with all hagiography one approaches the story carefully. 

Essentially we have a soldier martyr, who fought against evil: the 

symbolism of the dragon. This must have been why the crusaders 

were attracted to him; and also why he is a constant presence in 

Christian life over the centuries. He endures as patron of many places 

and organisations. He is first and foremost a soldier. A normal person, 

called to defend his country and the people within it. Soldiers, like 

 An Englishman Visits St. George 

Fr. James Cassidy   

 

 

 

 
Ranaan Mallek   

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Mitchell, Ph.D.  

 

 

“The identification is close. St. George 
also clearly fights against evil: the task 

of the Christian. He triumphs, and 
slays the dragon. Sometimes 

Christians win against the devil, 
sometimes not. Here is the attraction, 
perhaps.  St. George wins the fight, he 
protects the innocent, shown in icons 
as the women in tower. St. George is 

the example for us.”  

  

 This past March, the Jerusalem Global Gateway of the University of 
Notre Dame and the Tantur Ecumenical Institute cooperated with a 
host of institutions, organizations and individuals to co-facilitate a 
three-day conference entitled Sacred Places and Heritage Protection from 
the Perspectives of International, Constitutional, Religious Law and Foreign 
Policy, held at the Van Leer Institute in Jerusalem.  The conference 
included over 40 participants representing a wide range of academic, 
institutional, organizational and religious institutions concerned with 
the preservation of sacred places across the world.  JGG Academic 
Director Dr. Robert Smith moderated a panel of the conference on the 
morning of the 16th, while staff of Tantur coordinated a visit to Mar 
Saba, a tour of the renovation work being done by Nativity Church, a 
visit to the Carmelite Monastery of Bethlehem and St. Nicholas Church 
of Beit Jala.  The closing session of the conference was held at Tantur on 
the evening of the 17th, completed with a prayer ceremony conducted 
by a Chief of the Salteau First Nation.   

 

 

 
 
  
 

The Sacred Places International Conference 

delegation at Mar Saba monastery on March 17th, 

2016. The conference gathered leading experts from 

fields related to the preservation of sacred sites 

from North America, the UK, Europe and Turkey, 

as well as local participants from the Holy Land.  

 Sacred Places Conference at Tantur  
Jerusalem Global Gateway and Tantur Ecumenical Institute co-host  

Sacred Places and Heritage Protection Conference from March 15-17th, 2016 

 

 
  

Continued on page 4 
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           The Beacon of Hope  

Philip Crowe  
 

 Retired pastoral minister, author, editor, radio journalist and 
seminarian principal Philip Crowe, pictured here with his Tantur 

ID card from 1994 during a 2014 visit to Tantur, reflects on a 
quarter century of pilgrimages to the Holy Land and his month as 

a Scholar in Residence at Tantur.   

 

The first time I visited the Holy Land I knew nothing of Tantur.  I went with a 

pilgrimage from Salisbury Cathedral.   It was the time of the first intifada, and the stalls 
in the Old City were shut, until the stall holders heard us coming, and then the doors 

would creak open a foot or two and we would be beckoned inside. 

Six years later, the College of which I was principal was closing to full-time residential 

students.   The then Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, had asked me to write his 
Lent book for 1995, and I had a month free from college to complete the first draft.  He 

suggested Tantur might be a good place to work, and I contacted Tom Stransky.  My 

wife and I arranged to stay for the month of February, 1994. 

Freda was able to share in a course which was running for much of our time, while I was 

awarded the grand and undeserved title of Scholar in Residence, and given a room in the 
library.  Working there was sheer delight.   There were no distractions, a huge library, 

very intelligent people to talk to, and an ideal place to work on a book about justice. 

Towards the end of the month, when my work was nearly complete, I hired a car and we 

went to the Galilee for a couple of days.  Then, while I still had the car, we drove to 
Hebron to have a look around the town.   It is unthinkable now.   We parked outside the 

Tomb of the Patriarchs and went inside, just the two of us, and looked around.   We 
could feel the tension, but it was not uncomfortable.   We had some lunch in a small cafe 

and drove back to Tantur.  That was on Wednesday.   Two days later, on the Friday, 30 
Arabs were massacred by a Jewish settler in the place we had so recently visited. 

There was a deathly silence that weekend, broken only by occasional gunfire.  There 
were few people staying at Tantur by then, and it was not safe to go out.   At one point, 

my wife and I went up to the roof to look around.  Within minutes there was a helicopter 

immediately above us, and we dashed inside, realising that we had been overlooking the 
checkpoint on the Jerusalem to Bethlehem road.  It was the Jewish celebration of Purim 

that weekend and on that Sunday, we had ventured into Jerusalem where anxious 
looking Jews were vainly trying to celebrate the festival. 

In November of last year, I had my ninth visit to the Holy Land, this time with an 
American Jewish pilgrimage led by a rabbi.  I arrived three days early so that I could 

meet some of my Palestinian friends, and so that I could make another visit to Tantur.   

Continued on page 4 
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Christians, are essentially at the 

service of others, a higher power. 

They may be called, like 

Christians, to lay down their 

lives for others. The 

identification is close. St. George 

also clearly fights against evil: 

the task of the Christian. He 

triumphs, and slays the dragon. 

Sometimes Christians win 

against the devil, sometimes not. 

Here is the attraction, perhaps.  

St. George wins the fight, he 

protects the innocent, shown in 

icons as the women in tower. St. 

George is the example for us.  

Yet he is a martyr. He triumphs 

over evil, protects others, but at 

the price of his own earthly life: 

but in death there is victory. He 

reminds us of the eternal 

Christian values, not the 

transitory ones of this world. He 

is a presence in our collective 

consciousness, reminding us of 

our Christian calling, a calling 

that has lasted, like himself, 

down the centuries.  

 Fr. James Cassidy is parish priest of 

Our Lady of Lourdes & St. 

Augustine's parishes in Milton 

Keynes, U.K.., which are urban, 

lively, and diverse parishes with over 

50 nationalities represented. 

 
  

It was the same welcoming 

place that I remembered so 

well, but all around is 

changed.  Har Homa, a 

wooded hillside in 1994, is 

now smothered in settlements.   

It is not possible now to walk 

from Tantur into Bethlehem as 

we had done one afternoon.  

This time the new warden 

walked me through the 

grounds to the separation wall, 

and the new checkpoint, and 

Bethlehem seemed to me a 

deeply sad and depressed 

place. 

The beacon of hope that is 

Tantur remains.  There are 

some changes, different 

people, but there is the same 

vision and determined hope.  

It is an oasis where people are 

faithfully working and praying 

and living for understanding, 

justice and peace.   

Philip Crowe successfully completed 

his collaborative effort with 

Archbishop Carey, entitled              

A Whisper Will Be Heard, which 

was published by Fount, an Imprint 

of HarperCollins Publishers. 

Previously owned copies are 

available through online vendors.  

 

 

 

 

 

  Staff Shot 

  Welcoming Nissim Sinoria  
  

             The Beacon of Hope 
(Continued from Page 3) 

An Englishman Visits Saint 
George  

 (Continued from Page 2) 
 

 This past winter, two new 
receptionists were added to our 

roster of staff members.  The 
first to be selected was Nissim 
Sinioria of Jerusalem. 

  
Nissim studied Hospitality 
Management in Jerusalem, and 

took English-language courses 
in Dublin, Ireland.  He is 
continuing his studies while 

working as a receptionist during 
the daytime.  
 

As a receptionist, Nissim’s 
professional training and 
linguistic skills have proven to 

be a tremendous bonus to 
assisting our staff, program 
participants and visitors.   

Several months into his work, 
Nissim has this to say about 

being part of Tantur:  
 
"I like the staff and the 

atmosphere is wonderful for 
work and meeting people from 
all around the world."  

 
We will be introducing our other 
new receptionist, Johnny Atick, 

in our next issue.   
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Tantur Ecumenical Institute 

PO Box 11381  

9111301 Jerusalem, Israel 

 

International Phone: +972 2 542 29 00 

International Fax: +972 2 676 09 14 

General Inquiries: tantur@tantur.org   

Program Inquiries: jvonwald@tantur.org  

Newsletter and Media Inquiries: dkoski@tantur.org 

www.tantur.org 

Tantur is an institute for ecumenical and theological studies, situated on a beautiful hill in Jerusalem near Bethlehem. It serves as a welcoming 

place in The Holy Land for visitors who come from all over the world seeking an oasis of learning, community, and hospitality. 

 This past winter, Tantur Ecumenical 
Institute joined a long list of Christian 
organizations involved in ecumenical 
dialogue, research and cooperation to 
congratulate Rev. Heikki Huttunen as 
the new Secretary General of the 
Conference of European Churches 
(CEC), a fellowship of nearly 120 
Christian denominations and 
communities partnered with over 40 
national councils and organizations.  
Since its founding in 1959, the CEC has 
risen to become a significant entity 
working on topical concerns of its 
member churches ranging from social 
and environmental issues, to interfaith 
and interdenominational concerns.   
 
 

Rev. Heikki Huttunen is a priest of the 
autonomous Orthodox Church of 
Finland. His pastoral and administrative 
experiences range from being a parish 
priest to a member of the central 
committee of the World Council of 
Churches.  A holder of a masters of 
theology from the University of 
Helsinki, he is a fluent speaker of 
Swedish, English, French, and Russian 
along with his native Finnish, and is 
married with two children.   
 
Tantur wishes Rev. Heikki a successful 
tenure as Secretary General, and has 
extended its commitment to the vision 
and mission of the CEC along with an 
offer of support to the fullest extent. 
  
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

   New Secretary General of the Conference of European Churches 

Rev. Heikki Huttunen of the Orthodox Church of Finland brings a wealth of experience in ecumenical Christian  
concerns as the Conference of European Churches works to address its wide-reaching mandate. 

 
              

 

Follow us on Facebook and become a “friend” of Tantur: 

www.facebook.com/Tantur.Jerusalem 

and follow us on Pinterest! 

www.pinterest.com/TanturInstitute/ 

 

From Jerusalem, a blessed Easter to all. 

Christ is Risen! Indeed, He has Risen!  

Rev. Heikki Huttunen was appointed the 
General Secretary of the Conference of 
European Churches at the start of 2016.  

 

Tantur has begun the process of transitioning its e-list 
for events and the newsletter to an automated email 
system. Our local event announcements will now be 
distributed through the e-service “Mailchimp,” with 

the possibility of the newsletter list also being 
delivered as such.   

mailto:tantur@netvision.net.il?subject=Program%20Inquiries%20
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